
Justice  and Spirituality Workshops - Feeding Lives, Feeding Souls 
 

In feeding the hungry what are our own hungers?  In ensuring the thirsty have water, for what do we truly 
thirst?  In seeking peace where is the violence in our hearts?  In seeking to opt for the poor, are we aware of 
own poverty? 
 

The above questions seek to acknowledge that in seeking a kingdom of peace and justice as we seek to meet 
the genuine needs of others and live simply, then we need to be aware of the needs of our own spirit. This is 
why there is an essential relationship between spirituality and seeking justice and peace. 
 

The Director for Spirituality for the Diocese, Kathryn Turner, has offered to work with the Diocesan Justice and 
Peace Coordinating Council to offer a set of workshop/seminars exploring this crucial relationship between 
peace and justice and spirituality in every deanery from 2015-2016. I am looking for a group of people who 
would be willing to work with Kathryn to offer these workshops for the 18 deaneries in our diocese. Ideally, I 
am looking for 5-8 others who between ourselves could offer 2-3 workshops with Kathryn. If you are inter-
ested in working on this exciting project then please contact Chris Hughes on 01670 823 258 or at: 
chris1707hughes@live.co.uk.                                                                                                                         Chris Hughes  

What’s happening in your Parish?  

Send us your news 

Don’t forget to send us your news and events for the next newsletter. 

Please include your contact details if you’re happy to be contacted for further information 

Let us know… 

Please also let us know if you would like us to add or change your contact information, by contacting:   

Esther Robson:  estherrobson@ymail.com 

Diary Dates  
SEPTEMBER 

23rd   Ecumenical Service for Peace in Palestine - Israel, St Mary's RC Cathedral, Newcastle upon Tyne 
  (opposite Newcastle Central Station), Tuesday, 23 September,7:30pm. 
OCTOBER 

11th   J&P Training Day - Catholic Social Teaching  

NOVEMBER 

16th– 22nd  Prisons Week 

NEWS FROM BURMA continued …  
I give soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes and impreg-
nated nets and explain the use of nets. They are des-
perate for advice and ask lots of questions - my Bur-
mese language skills improve very quickly.   
 

After the course finishes the rains start again so I am 
not going anywhere. I am invited for samosas - I know 
the etiquette - eat enough so as not too offend but 
leave the rest as this is for the whole community and 
will probably need to last two days.   
 

I like to sit and spend time learning and just be with 
the women but today I am aware bad news is coming, 
I ask Maw Maw quietly what is wrong.  Her face 
changes, she tells me quietly in a whisper I can barely 
hear. Two weeks previously her sister’s husband came  

 
home very drunk the day after the Thai government  
crackdown. He had no food and was very agitated, he 
started beating her sister.  Maw Maw started to cry, 
she said it went on and on, her sister’s cries were hor-
rendous and she could do nothing!  Eventually when 
he went to bed, her sister came to her shack and laid 
quietly whilst Maw Maw cleaned her the best she 
could but when she got up for a drink  he came at her 
again from nowhere. She ran out of the shack across 
the muddy land, it was black outside and as she ran 
she screamed, the Thai soldiers panicked and gunned 
her down, she died instantly. She was 28.  Maw Maw's 
brother in law fled and hasn't been seen since, leaving 
the children orphaned.                          
                       Anne Stokle Thai- Burma border July 2014  
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        National J&P Conference - Swanwick July 2014  
                                  ...another weekend to remember 

This years Annual Conference, 
“Called to Life in all its Fullness – ac-
cepting the responsibility for our 
baptism”, promised to be exciting 
and challenging. It did not disappoint 
the hundreds of participants.  
 
Unusually, all the main speakers this 
year were women and without  
exception their  
contributions were riveting and yet 
they were all so different in content 
and style. 
 
Gemma Simmonds a religious sister 
and senior lecturer in pastoral social 
studies and theology at Heythrop 
College had us rolling around with 
laughter at her stories about some of 
the dubious catholic teaching in the 
past, but went on to inspire us with 
her hopes for the future of Catholi-
cism. 
 

Clare Dixon, head of Cafod’s Latin 
American desk, spoke movingly on 
the theme of prophetic witness and 
of the many ‘prophets’ that she has 
known personally. 
 
Mary Caldwell – a producer at the 

BBC Natural History Unit, spoke pas-
sionately about the exploitation of 
the planet and its natural resources, 
spelling out the effects of our actions 
for future generations. At this point, 
almost like a visual aid, an electrical 
storm suddenly raged overhead, the 
rain pouring down like waterfalls at 
each window, thunder and lightening 
scaring the life out of those with a 
nervous disposition (include me in 
that) and the sound system and lights 
coming and going erratically. Scary! 
 
Our last speaker was Sarah Teather 
MP, chair of the all party Parliamen-
tary Group on Refugees who spoke 
knowledgably and with compassion 
about the injustices perpetrated on 
those who seek asylum in our coun-
try. She was well worth listening to.  
 
All this, together with lovely, mean-
ingful  liturgies, an abundance of 
stalls at the Just Fair, a social, a bar, 
good food, good company and, at  
least, some good weather, it was an-
other weekend to remember. 
  
                                      Audrey Marshall 

Ecumenical Service for Peace in Palestine - Israel 
 
An invitation to an Ecumenical Service for Peace in Palestine - Israel, Let My  
People Go, St Mary's RC Cathedral, Newcastle upon Tyne (opposite Newcastle 
Central Station), Tuesday, 23 September,7:30pm. All welcome. 



Live Simply Award Scheme  
All Saints’ Parish -Newcastle 
 
Here at All Saints’ Parish in Denton Burn, Newcastle, 
we have been working towards gaining the Live Simply 
award for close on two years now. We have it on good 
authority that the process usually takes under one 
year. However, we’ve had a few set backs, having origi-
nally registered as two sister parishes, St Joseph,s  Ben-
ell and St Bede,s  Denton Burn. After drawing up our 
plans for living simply, involving regular meetings, and 
after a well attended outdoor pledging mass, St Jo-
seph,s church was closed and the remaining church of 
St Bede’s is now All Saints Parish. 
 

After an inevitable delay and further meetings we re-

registered with the Live Simply Award scheme under 
that name. Some changes, of course, had to be made 
to our plans- for instance, the J&P Refugee Project, 
previously housed at St Joseph’s had to move into the 
C of E church nearby and very recently it has moved 
again into Our Lady of Lourdes Deaf Centre. We also 
still have two primary schools under the wing of All 
Saint’s Parish – St Joseph’s and St Bede’s . 
 

In spite of all the above confusion and largely due to 
the ‘Live Simply Award Scheme’ being an agenda item 
at our monthly Parish in Council meeting we have, at 
last, submitted our application for the award, plus a 
bundle of evidence of our activities. 
To date we have had an acknowledgement of this and 
are awaiting a visit from two assessors. We live in 
hope.             Audrey Marshall 

Diocesan Festival 2014 
This was a really uplifting weekend devoted to the “Joy of the Gospel” – the sun shone, there were crowds of 
folk, we had outdoor live music, from a primary school steel band, and even an ice cream van doing brisk busi-
ness.  In the main Marquee there was a marketplace around the perimeter with most of the diocesan organisa-
tions represented, reminding us of how the social gospel is being lived out. Stalls were buzzing during break 
times. Liturgies were lovely, appropriate, inclusive, prayerful and moving. 
 

The two main speakers at the event were inspirational. On Saturday, Bill Huebsch gave us his take on Evangelli 
Gauduim, in which he stressed the need to take action aimed at justice for the poor. He told us, “It’s not enough 
to just know about injustice – we have to do something about it. This will bring us joy.”  In his Sunday morning 
address, he urged us to live simpler lives, and recommended the Live Simply Campaign. He also outlined and 
promoted a new resource called “The Joy of Just Living”, telling us that he was giving the diocese, access to it.  
 

The other main speaker, Karen Kilby, gave a theologian’s interpretation of Evangelii Gaudium, exploring the idea 
of being joyful when you’re perhaps not a naturally joyful person, or not in the right frame of mind. She asserted 
that we were not expected to display “false” or less than genuine joy. Food for thought! 
 

A dramatic presentation by Ten Ten Theatre was both entertaining and educational – a funny but moving sketch 
about different generations working together and learning from each other. 
 

The only thing missing from this wonderful weekend was more people. The bishop asked those attending to tell 
others about this joyful gathering, encouraging them to join in next year.                            Audrey & John Marshall 

 
Hello everyone I’m Michael Archibald and I’ve been 
going to the conference since I was 5, now I’m 13 so 
you could say I’m a bit of veteran. Now the one thing 
which I always love about the conference is the youth 
groups such as YKids ( for ages 5-12 as well as In Reality 
( for the 12’s and over). 
I find it fun to be around people who are my age with 
the same views as it makes me feel well connected and 
welcome! I  learn about justice and the Bible in a fun 
way and way that interests me, as well as talking to my 
friends about current affairs and silly things like “Were 
the Egyptians aliens? ”(Which in my opinion they were! 
Shout out to Rachel for telling me about that!). 

  
Every year at the conference the various youth groups 
contribute to the adult liturgy at the end of the confer-
ence.  We talk about what we have done and usually 
present something such as a homemade video or a 
poem or even dance! This is good as it makes the 
adults and children and teens contribute to one an-
other and share different perspectives. 
 

All in all, as every year I had great time and would 
HIGHLY recommend the conference to anyone. If any-
one has any queries about bringing children/teens 
please contact me for a first person account at 
michaellovesgnomes@gmail.com.Thanks for reading!   
                                                                    Michael Archibald  

A 13 year old’s National Justice and Peace Conference 
J&P Refugee Project Update - and a heartfelt thanks 

  

The J&P Refugee Project has re-located (again).  For some time now we have been actively seeking a more 
permanent venue. We urgently needed more storage space in order to cope with the needs of well over 100 
clients. Currently we distribute about 170 bags of groceries each week and the shelf space needed to make 
this possible is increasing relentlessly. Our new improved home is at Our Lady of Lourdes Deaf Centre, 2 Sum-
merhill Grove, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 6EE and we opened there on Monday 4th August for business as 
usual. The new venue is much closer to the centre of Newcastle, which pleases our clients, because most of 
them are destitute and have no permanent address – sleeping here and there, as friends let them stay for a 
while. Many travel from Byker, Walker, Gateshead and a handful from much further afield. 
 

The whole move was made possible through the solidarity, support and sheer kindness of the SVP, staff at the 
Deaf Centre, members of the Sisters of Mercy and, of course, our ever-willing, dedicated volunteers who 
worked non-stop to make sure everything happened as smoothly as possible. 
 

All clients were given street maps and detailed instructions on how to reach us and all signs are that they are 
finding no problems with this. We have also made every effort to inform all food donors about the move and, 
with rather more difficulty, they are finding us. All deliveries must now be brought to the new venue on Mon, 
Wed or Fridays between 11 am and 3pm. 
 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to all the many, many people who support us in any way.  God bless you all.    
                                                                John Marshall - Project Manager 

NEWS FROM BURMA  
Thai Army launch a Coup d'état 
 

This is my fifteenth year on the Thai-Burma border 
working with Burmese underground health workers 
on the border, deep inside Burma and Hpa-an, Karen 
State.  
 

Reading the Bangkok Post there are front page pic-
tures of hundreds of Cambodian illegal workers, queu-
ing at border checkpoints, to go home. Word on the 
street is that the military are preparing a crackdown 
on illegal workers, my heart sinks, Mae Sot is the hub 
of illegal workers this has bound to have repercus-
sions for the Burmese. 
 

As I am travelling this winding road through the mon-
soon rain, there are military everywhere, on the bus, 
at the side of the road and lots of mobile checkpoints. 
I arrive sleepy, still jet lagged at 4 30am, and the usual 
chaos erupts, competitive, excited, ‘tuk tuk’ drivers, 
screaming at me "where you go?"  The driver drives 
like a manic, nothing else on the road, just the mar-
kets sellers setting up, monks walking bare foot for 
alms and the usual stray dogs barking at us and chas-
ing us. My heart sinks thinking of cycling through 
these packs tomorrow. I start my work visiting the Ro-
hingya community before the start of Ramadan. 
 

These groups are on the fringe of any NGO aid and 
completely marginalised, they live in squalid health 
conditions, no running water, they sold the last water  

 

 
 
pump the Catholic sisters provided! The Rohingya are 
an ethnic group from Arakan State in western Burma, 
there is crisis in Arakan State. The United Nations have 
reported that at least 48 ethnic Rohingya have been 
killed in massacres which took place in January 2014, 
they were shot and hacked to death, police were in-
volved in the killings.  
 

I am greeted by Maw Maw (this is not her real name), 
an old friend, she is happy to see me but looks more 
frightened than usual.  I can see the health workers 
who I will be working with waiting patiently but to get 
to these shacks we have to go over a cardboard make-
shift floor over squelching filthy faeces and marsh 
land. The cardboard is useless and I am soon up to my 
ankles, then knees, in mud, hoping there is nothing 
too infectious. This is Maw Maw’s life, she does this 
every day, her job is scavenging for food in the gar-
bage for the children, if there is no food they go hun-
gry.  We start the 'Health Education’ session with the 
usual Burmese tea, heavily laced with condensed milk 
and so much sugar you can stand the spoon up in it!. 
 

I am introduced to the elders, the baby's, and recent 
Myanmar arrivals who carry the usual infectious dis-
eases, Malaria, HIV and D and V. The sessions go well 
but I take no credit, for these are amazing clever 
workers, quick to learn and to adapt sessions to their 
culture.  I am the student..                      Continued overleaf 

mailto:michaellovesgnomes@gmail.com

